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The Causative 

• We use the causative when we arrange for someone else to do something for 

us. 

• It is formed with: 

have/get/want + object + past participle 

 

• We tend to use “got” more frequently in spoken English. It is considered more 

colloquial than “have”. 

Isabel had her nails painted. (someone else painted her nails) 

Michael got his bike fixed. (someone else fixed it) 

Josie wanted her hair dyed blue. (someone else dyed it) 

• The causative ‘have’ can also be used to say we have been the victim of 

something. 

He had his bag stolen last weekend. 

1. Rewrite the following sentences using a causative structure to show that the 

original subject did not complete the action. 

1. I’ve washed my hair. 

______________________________________________________________ 

2. I fixed the washing machine. 

______________________________________________________________ 

3. We are repairing the roof. 

______________________________________________________________ 

4. They renovated the shed. 

______________________________________________________________ 

5. Katie has made a chocolate cake for her mum’s birthday. 

______________________________________________________________ 

6. The company sends the money immediately. 

______________________________________________________________ 

7. I printed the photo to hang on the wall. 

______________________________________________________________ 
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8. Steve is planting a tree in his garden. 

______________________________________________________________ 

9. He took away her opportunity to become President of the organisation. 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Complete the sentences below, including the words in brackets in the 

correct form. 

1. Celebrities love ________________________________________________. 

(photograph / take / have) 

2. I think I _______________________________________________________. 

(wall / want / paint / green) 

3. We _______________________________________________ last weekend. 

(had / house / break into) 

4. Where did you _________________________________________________? 

(hair / cut / get) 

5. I need to ______________________________________ before the wedding. 

(get / clean / dress) 

6. My watch has stopped. I need _____________________________________. 

(it / fix / get) 

7. If I won the lottery, I would ________________________________________. 

(my meals / prepare / have / for me) 

8. What did you __________________________________________________? 

(steal / have) 

9. This weekend her dad promised her she could________________________. 

(ears / have / pierce) 

10. I always _________________________________________ before signing it. 

(have / check / a contract) 

11. I _______________________________________________ by the company. 

(application / have / turn down) 

12. Children can _________________________________________ at the party. 

(faces / paint / have) 

13. They _____________________________________________ at the moment. 

(bedroom / have / redecorate) 
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ANSWER KEY 

Exercise 1 

1. I’ve had/got my hair washed. 

2. I had/got the/my washing machine fixed. 

3. We’re/We are having/getting the roof repaired. 

4. They had/got the/their shed renovated.  

5. Katie’s/Katie has had/got a chocolate cake made for her mum’s birthday. 

6. The company has/gets the money sent immediately. 

7. I had/got the photo printed to hang on the wall. 

8. Steve is having/getting a tree planted in his garden. 

9. She had her opportunity to become President taken away from her. 

Exercise 1 

1. Celebrities love having/to have their photograph taken. 

2. I think I want the wall painted green. 

3. We had our house broken into last weekend. 

4. Where did you get your hair cut? 

5. I need to get my dress cleaned before the wedding. 

6. I need to get it fixed. 

7. If I won the lottery, I would have my meals prepared for me. 

8. What did you have stolen? 

9. This weekend her dad promised her she could have her ears pierced. 

10. I always have a contract checked before signing it. 

11. I had my application turned down by the company.  

12. Children can have their faces painted at the party.  

13. They’re/They are having their bedroom redecorated at the moment. 

 


