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Comparatives 

We use comparatives to show how two nouns are similar or different. 

They usually follow these rules:  

one syllable: 

+ er / + r* + than 

*if the adj ends in ‘e’ 

tall > taller than short > shorter 

than 

free > freer than 

one syllable: ending  

consonant – vowel - consonant  

double consonant* + er + than 

big > bigger than thin > thinner 

than 

hot > hotter than 

Two or more syllables: 

more/less + adjective + than 

interesting > 

more interesting 

than 

boring > more 

boring than 

dangerous > less 

dangerous than 

Two or more syllables ending in ‘y’: 

‘y’ → ‘i’ + -er + than 

easy > easier 

than 

pretty > prettier 

than 

busy > busier 

than 

 

Some Common Exceptions: 

good > better than  

bad > worse than 

far > further/farther than 

fun > more/less fun than  

* NOTE: We don’t double ‘h’, ‘k’, ‘p’ ‘w’ or ‘x’ (e.g. low > lower than) 

1. Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the adjective. 

e.g. January is colder than (cold) May. 

1. Simon is ____________________________ (tall) Alice.  

2. My sister is ____________________________ (rich) me. 

3. Spain is ____________________________ (hot) Iceland. 

4. Gold is ____________________________ (expensive) paper.  

5. Chocolate is ____________________________ (tasty) broccoli.  
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2. Correct the mistakes in the following sentences. 

1. My dad is more shorter than me. 

 

2. History is less difficulter Maths. 

 

3. Dolphins are intelligenter than snakes. 

 

4. Football is gooder that rugby. 

 

5. Cars are dangerouser  bicycles. 

 

3. Using a comparative, complete the second sentence so that it has the same 

meaning as the first.  

1. My dad is older than my mum.  

My mum is ____________________________ my dad.  

2. My homework is more difficult than yours.  

Your homework is ____________________________ mine.   

3. Paris is more romantic than London.  

London is ____________________________ Paris.  

4. Ice cream is colder than hot chocolate. 

Hot chocolate is ____________________________ ice cream.  

5. Art is more interesting than science. 

Science is ____________________________ art. 

6. Toledo is smaller than Madrid. 

Madrid is ____________________________ Toledo. 

7. Cheetahs are faster than rabbits. 

Rabbits are ____________________________ cheetahs 
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4. Fill in the gaps using the comparative form of one of the words in the box. 

 

 

1. Sean is feeling sad, but Duncan isn’t.  

Duncan is ____________________________ Sean. 

2. My trousers are clean, but my T-shirt isn’t. 

My T-shirt is ____________________________ my trousers.  

3. Amy does exercise three times a week. George never does.  

Amy is ____________________________ George. 

4. Canada is a big country, but Luxembourg isn’t.  

Luxembourg is ____________________________ Canada.  

 

 ‘As … as’ – when two things are considered equal 

 

We can use 'as -adjective- as' (the adjective doesn’t change) to say that two things 

are the same.  

 

• Brian is as tall as Samantha (= they are the same height). 

• I am as beautiful as you (= we are both beautiful). 

 

‘Not as … as’ – when two things are different 

We can use 'not as (adjective) as' (the adjective doesn’t change) to say that two 

things are different.  

 

• The Atlantic Ocean is not as big as the Pacific Ocean (= the Atlantic Ocean is 

smaller than the Pacific Ocean).  

• An ant is not as heavy as an elephant (= an ant is lighter than an elephant).  

 

fit  happy  dirty  small 
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5. Fill in the gaps using the adjectives in the box and ‘as … as’. 

 

 

1. Books are ____________________________ films. I enjoy them both. 

2. Tea is ____________________________ coffee. They are both delicious. 

3. October is ____________________________ May. They have the same 

number of days. 

4. Scotland is ____________________________ England. They both have 

wonderful landscapes. 

5. Edward is ____________________________ Rachel. They both did very well 

in their exams. 

6. Fill in the gaps using the adjectives in the box and ‘not as … as’. 

 

 

1. Silver is ____________________ gold. Gold costs more money. 

2. Dark chocolate is ____________________________ milk chocolate. Dark 

chocolate doesn’t contain as much sugar. 

3. Rock climbing is ____________________________ bungee jumping. Rock 

climbing is indoors, and I’ve done it many times before. 

4. The city is ____________________________ the countryside. There are lots 

of people and cars in the city – very noisy! 

5. My bedroom is ____________________________ as your bedroom. You 

cleaned your bedroom yesterday, I suppose. 

 

 

 

 

long  tasty  clever  beautiful  interesting 

sweet  expensive  quiet  scary  tidy 
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ANSWER KEY 

 

Exercise 1 

1. Simon is taller than Alice.  

2. My sister is richer than me. 

3. Spain is hotter than Iceland. 

4. Gold is more expensive than paper.  

5. Chocolate is tastier than broccoli.  

Exercise 2 

1. My dad is shorter than me. 

2. History is less difficult than Maths.  

3. Dolphins are more intelligent than 
snakes. 

4. Football is better than rugby.  

5. Cars are more dangerous than 
bicycles. 

Exercise 3 

1. My mum is younger than my dad.  

2. Your homework is easier than mine.   

3. London is less romantic than Paris.  

4. Hot chocolate is hotter than ice 
cream.  

5. Science is more boring than art. 

6. Madrid is bigger than Toledo. 

 

 

Exercise 4 

1. Duncan is happier than Sean. 

2. My T-shirt is cleaner than my trousers.  

3. Amy is fitter than George.  

4. Luxembourg is smaller than Canada.  

Exercise 5 

1. Books are as interesting as films.  

2. Tea is as tasty as coffee.  

3. October is as long as May.   

4. Scotland is as beautiful as England. 

5. Edward is as clever as Rachel.  

Exercise 6 

1. Silver is not as expensive as gold. 

2. Dark chocolate is not as sweet as milk 
chocolate. 

3. Rock climbing is not as scary as 
bungee jumping.  

4. The city is not as quiet as the 
countryside. 

5. My bedroom is not as tidy as your 
bedroom.

7.Rabbits are slower than cheetahs 

 

 


