The First Conditional

The first conditional is used to talk about things that are likely or possible to

happen in the future.

Form:
If clause conditional clause
(if + present tense + comma), (will/won’t + infintive)
If it rains, | won’t go to the park.
OR
Conditional clause If clause
(will/won’t + infintive)* (if + present tense)
| won’t go to the park if it rains tomorrow.

*No comma

Remember, if the event is very likely to happen, when can be used as an

alternative to if. For example:

When

| go to university, I'll study hard.

(You are quite sure you will go to university)

1.Complete the sentences to form the first conditional, using ‘if’ or ‘when’

and the verbs in brackets.

1. Anna (come), we (go) to
the cinema.

2. | (be) angry you (arrive) late.

we (not / eat) together tomorrow, we
(eat) together next week.

4. he (arrive) on time, | (be)
surprised.

5. we (take) this bus, we (not be)
late.

6. we (go) on holiday in May, we (go)
to Italy.
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10.

We (not / have) a party on Saturday the weather
(not / improve).
I (be) tired in the morning I (not/

go) to bed early.

we (eat) all this chocolate, we

(feel) sick.

I (cook) dinner at home you (not/

want) to go out.

2.Use the pictures and words in brackets to make sentences in the first

conditional. Remember to make the verbs the correct form and tense and

add a comma between clauses if it is necessary.

1. |Example: 2. |(They - fly a kite - if)
(If - we - have a picnic)
If it is sunny, we’ll have a picnic.
3. [(I - take an umbrella - if) 4. |(If - we - have hot chocolate)
09000
04°04°0
0 9% 9%
5. |[(If - the children - make a 6. |(Sally and Sean - have ice cream
snowman) - if)
# e
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Unless = if...not...

For example:

If | don’t have more time | won'’t be able to go to the party.

Unless | have more time, | won'’t be able to go to the party.

3. Rephrase the sentences to use ‘unless’ or ‘if’

1. Ifitisn’t sunny tomorrow, we won’t be able to play outside.
Example: Unless it's sunny tomorrow, we won'’t be able to play outside.
2. I'll be disappointed unless | pass the exam.

(Use if)

3. If my sister is not feeling better, we won’t go on holiday

(Use unless)

4. |If she doesn’t leave now, she’ll miss the bus.

(Use unless)

5. Unless we walk fast, we’ll miss the film.

(Use if)
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ANSWER KEY

Exercise 1

1. If / When Anna comes, we will / we’ll go to the cinema.

2. Ill/ 1 will be angry if you arrive late.

3. If we don’t eat together tomorrow, we will / we'll eat together next week.
4. If he arrives on time, | will / I'll be surprised.

5. If we take this bus, we won't be late.

6. If/ When we go on holiday in May, we will / we'll go to Italy.

7. We won'’t have a party on Saturday if the weather doesn’t improve.

8. I/ 1 will be tired in the morning if | don’t go to bed early.

9. If we eat all this chocolate, we’ll / we will feel sick.

10. PIi/ 1 will cook dinner at home if you don’t want to go out.

Exercise 2

2. Ifit's windy, they’ll fly a kite. || They'll fly a kite if it's / it is windy.

3. Ifitrains, I'll /1 will take an umbrella. || I'll / 1 will take an umbrella if it rains.
4.  If it snows, the children will make a snowman. || The children will make a

snowman if it snows.

5. Ifit's/itis hot, Sally and Sean will have ice cream. || Sally and Sean will
have ice cream if it's / it is hot.

Exercise 3

2. If I don’t pass the exam, I'll be disappointed. || I'll be disappointed if | don’t
pass my exam.

3. Unless my sister is feeling better, we won’t go on holiday. || We won’t go
on holiday unless my sister is feeling better.

4.  Unless she leaves now, she’ll miss the bus. || She’ll miss the bus unless
she leaves now.

5. If we don’t walk fast, we’'ll miss the film. || We'll miss the film if we don’t

walk fast.
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