
Future Forms: Present Continuous 

 

When talking about definite future arrangements, we can use the present 

continuous. We often use it with a time expression.  

 

Example: 

We are / We’re getting married in August. 

She is / She’s meeting Hannah for lunch at 12:30. 

 

Negative 

 

Example: 

The play was cancelled, so I am / I’m 

not going to the theatre tonight. 

Her husband has to work late, so she 

is / she’s not / she isn’t having 

dinner with him until 10pm. 

 

Interrogative 

 

Example: 

Are you going to school tomorrow? 

Is he watching the Real Madrid game 

later? 

 

1. Complete the following sentences to refer to future plans. 

 

1. I have to get to the airport. I ____________________ to Madrid at three 

o’clock! (fly) 

2. He passed all of his exams, so he ____________________ to university in 

September. (go) 

3. My grandparents ____________________ me this weekend. (visit) 

4. Christina looks nice. She ____________________ at half past nine. (go out) 

5. My dad ____________________ me to the cinema tonight. I can’t wait! (take) 

 

2. Complete these sentences using the present continuous (with a future 

meaning) 

 

1. ____________________ to the concert tonight because I don’t like that band. 

(I, go) 

2. ____________________ dinner for me on Friday night because he has other 

plans. (he, not make) 

3. George had a doctor’s appointment tomorrow, but he is feeling better now. 

____________________ to the doctor anymore. (he, go) 



4. If you haven’t finished your homework, ____________________ football 

tonight. (you, not play)  

5. Laura ____________________ (visit) her aunt and uncle this weekend 

because ____________________ on holiday. (they, go) 

 

3. Complete these questions. 

 

1. ____________________ your mum for coffee this afternoon? (you, meet) 

2. ____________________ his homework tonight? (he, do) 

3. ____________________ going to the cinema later? (you, go) 

4. What ____________________ for dinner? (they, make) 

5. Why ____________________ a marathon in June? (he, run)  

 

Future forms: Present Simple (Timetables / Schedules) 

 

When we talk about timetables or schedules, we use the present simple. 

 

Examples: 

What time does the film start?  The film starts at 8.00pm. 

The sale ends on Thursday. When do you leave for Paris? 

 

4. Complete the following sentences to express the future. 

 

1. What time __________ the Big Bang theory __________ tonight? 

 It __________ at 9.00pm (start) 

 

2. When __________ you __________ work tomorrow? 

 I __________ work at 5:30pm. (finish) 

 

3. When __________ your flight __________ ? 

It __________ at 10am. (take off) 

 

4. When __________ their train __________?  

Their train __________ at 7.00am. (leave) 

 

5. When __________ the art exhibition __________? 

The art exhibition __________ next Tuesday. (open) 

 



 

ANSWER KEY 

 

Exercise 1 

1. I have to get to the airport. I am / I’m flying to Madrid at three o’clock! 

2. He passed all of his exams, so he’s / he is going to university in September. 

3. My grandparents are visiting me this weekend. 

4. Christina looks nice. She is / She’s going out at half past nine.  

5. My dad is / dad’s taking me to the cinema tonight. I can’t wait! 

 

Exercise 2 

1. I’m / I am not going to the concert tonight because I don’t like that band. 

2. He is not / He’s not / He isn’t making dinner for me on Friday night because 

he has other plans. 

3. George had a doctor’s appointment tomorrow, but he is feeling better now. He 

is not / He’s not / He isn’t going to the doctor anymore.  

4. If you haven’t finished your homework, you are not / you’re not / you aren’t 

playing football tonight. 

5. Laura’s not / is not / isn’t visiting her aunt and uncle this weekend because 

they are / they’re going on holiday. 

 

Exercise 3 

1. Are you meeting your mother for coffee this afternoon? 

2. Is he doing his homework tonight? 

3. Are you going to the cinema later? 

4. What are they making for dinner? 

5. Why is he running a marathon in June?  

 

Exercise 4 

1. What time does the Big Bang Theory start tonight? It starts at 9pm. 

2. When do you finish work tomorrow? I finish work at 5:30pm. 

3. When does your flight take off? It takes off at 10am. 

4. When does their train leave? Their train leaves at 7am. 

5. When does the art exhibition open? The art exhibition opens next Tuesday. 

 


