
www.theenglishgrid.com  ©2019 The English Grid. All rights reserved  info@theenglishgrid.com 

 

The Impersonal Passive 

• The impersonal passive voice is used to talk about what people say or think, 

especially when there is doubt as to who says or believes something.  

• It is also used if who thinks or says it is not important. 

 

Active Passive 

People say Galicia is very beautiful. It is said that Galicia is very beautiful. 

 

The subject of the finite clause can also become the subject of the passive sentence 

and is then followed by the infinitive with ‘to’. 

It is said that Galicia is very beautiful. → Galicia is said to be very beautiful. 

Common structures include:  

It is said, it is reported, it is recommended, it is stated, it is predicted, it is believed 

(that)… 

 

1. Rewrite these active sentences in the impersonal passive voice starting with 

‘it’. 

 

1. Teachers and parents expect students to study for their exams. 

______________________________________________________________ 

2. People used to believe that the sun orbited the Earth. 

______________________________________________________________ 

3. Scientists have shown that the first humans lived in Africa. 

______________________________________________________________ 

4. The police report stated that the woman had been driving too fast. 

______________________________________________________________ 

5. Doctors recommend that people drink two litres of water a day. 

______________________________________________________________ 

6. Many people agree that Mozart was one of the greatest composers of all time. 

______________________________________________________________ 

7. Scientists predict that this summer will be the hottest for a century. 

______________________________________________________________ 

8. People believe that yoga helps both your physical and mental health. 

______________________________________________________________ 
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2. Rephrase the following sentences starting with the words given. Maintain 

the passive voice. 

 

1. It is believed that this is the oldest pub in Britain. 

This __________________________________________________________ 

2. It has been reported that over 1,000 people died in the tsunami. 

Over 1,000 people ______________________________________________ 

3. It was alleged that the actor had been drinking. 

The actor ______________________________________________________ 

4. A long time ago it was thought that the Earth was flat. 

The Earth _____________________________________________________ 

5. It is expected that China’s economy will grow. 

China’s economy _______________________________________________ 

6. It is believed that children born today have a good chance of living until they 

are 100 years old. 

Children born today ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

7. It is said that there are many hidden tunnels beneath London’s streets. 

There _________________________________________________________ 

8. It has been reported that the company has been declared bankrupt. 

The company __________________________________________________ 

9. It is widely believed that foreign aid is misused by corrupt governments. 

Foreign aid ____________________________________________________ 

10. It has been argued that playing helps children learn. 

Playing _______________________________________________________ 

 

3. Now write some of your own examples: 

1. It is said that __________________________________________ 

2. It has been suggested that ________________________________________ 

3. It has been shown that __________________________________________ 

4. English is considered  __________________________________________ 

5. The political situation is predicted to_____________________________________ 
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ANSWER KEY 

Exercise 1 

 

1. It is expected that students revise / will study for their exams. 

2. It used to be believed that the Earth orbited the sun. 

3. It has been shown that the first humans lived in Africa. 

4. It was stated (in the police report) / It was reported that the woman had been 

driving too fast. 

5. It is recommended that people drink two litres of water a day. 

6. It is (widely) agreed that Mozart was one of the greatest composers of all 

time. 

7. It is predicted that this summer will be the hottest for a century. 

8. It is believed that yoga helps both your physical and mental health. 

 

Exercise 2 

 

1. This is believed to be the oldest pub in Britain. 

2. Over 1,000 people have been reported to have died in the tsunami. 

3. The actor was alleged to have been drinking. 

4. The Earth was thought to be flat a long time ago. 

5. China’s economy is expected to grow. 

6. Children born today are believed to have a good chance of living until they are 

100 years old. 

7. There are said to be many hidden tunnels beneath London’s streets. 

8. The company has been reported to have been declared bankrupt. 

9. Foreign aid is widely believed to be misused by corrupt governments. 

10. Playing has been argued to help children learn. 

 

Exercise 3 (SUGGESTIONS) 

1. …people in the south of Spain are very friendly. 

2. …Latin is not a very useful language nowadays. 

3. …humans descended from apes. 

4. …as one of the most important languages in the world. 

5. …become one of the most disastrous in history. 


